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suiting up with James Fish

James Fish has been teaching Handmade Design

and Collage with UCLA Exiension since zool.
“gy For the winler quarter. James developed Make i
E Wowve [, 3 course that combines handmade armwaork

and digital elements 1o ereate animated characicrs,

James has exhibived ar Blum & Poe and ACME
Galleries in Los Angeles, Threadwaring Space Gallery in Mew York Ciry.
Culture Cache and 1o Minna in San Francisco, Williamson Gallery in
Pasadena and an the Giam Robor “Post-1t™ Duex show,

e How oM yeu gl Inda artT

A: Like most boys. | loved drawing muscle cars. monsters., and super
heroes. My parents were very suppertive of my pursuing an education
10 art. Soowas my I'lIHI'I. :l;hnn-l art ‘I!E;i:'h-r'r. Sh-t wik eeeentric compa r-q:d
1o most teachers because she n|mkr from the heard and wWas very

sincere about art- moking, =
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Boarding the Spaceship

Eaplorang Space can e daunling. Bul there
ary ahardys D Things £6 discover. Feaching
for the sbars i not jus! for millkonsires wha
Can charfer & rochet. but for artists who
Wigth 10 enpaaTEnl wiEth Dheir Ehenking.

If (PSS 0ue, ERCOUEer $18fFy thoughts on
arl armd Sesigh (rom dwf inSliucior James
Firkfy, o wobll 34 practicsl tocit for how to
QivE WoUF work the “sedw TBEDST" Lhat will
launch it inko the strafciphere,

Winfer guarer iS5 underway and 1pring
Quarter i just 3 few farmmights away. TRers
will B @on Enidndive arday of couwmes to
Chogse Trom, ramsging ircem an onlne C55
courts 10 A SE-month program on living
wilh &rt. Gél yois gravity boots oal

Seott Hutchingon Progrer Dreciod, Visus &ils
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B O What are your sbservations of

wrt and dasign studenia?

A A 1ol of thi MatUre STUGENIS ane in
class becauste They really want o be there
and Ehey ward b get tha mesk out of class.
Younger sludents are faking mers chances
wilh engedimsnl ation arnd are \uned into
curnent trendd. §identidy with all students
who take chances with UREir work, emarac-
Ing acchdents and then pulling it cif e
some rehearsed magic trighk,

@: How do you encourege riaktaking?
A Thene [£ nathing ba Tear in the class-
rocem, NG bad clienis ssang you 19 maky
lame changes. | afways §ay ERat 1he Tost
time il's &n socident and (e BEct ime
1% is a technilque.

1 alsp cncoursge LUSEnts ie wark an fwa
wersions of pach assigremant. When we wark
digitally, we usually do ~5ve A" Wrsians
af a project. 5S4, by wodking on Ted versions
af & project skdesbyside, we can relipve

1he siress {actor of “what if | meds 1his e

arini: Marls Le Bacha

Wi can degart iram our sale or ioeal version
and allew the eines versian of the assign:
et e bR one 1nak we ecperament with,

I abways wark this way and very aften 1 liko
the alternate wersisn My imagaaion can-
not condehe what worderful possibilites
there ade waiting 1o Be Sidoverpg

Also, In critique | &y girectiy, " think his
can b improved BDORT angd I give soma
ideas of haw and why, | might say thal we
&re missing bl “waw FACIGT AN a5k,
"ithat can we 90 19 make thay dapziingy™

Q= What kind al ruts 36 v think are
meost commion, ansd whil are The SEreEr

A The biggest probiem is being content
with medicority. Turn off The TV, turn on
the stereo, o soemething fen, Qe sul, drive.
walk, ride your bike. Don't 3 argurd {hink:
Irg about solutiond. The sbudia i far ene-
cuting waork, not for coming up with ldeas,
Got inspired! Croatbvity i & resctive activi-
1y, 50 you need o do something o get it
qoing. Doo't be @ wAHRSwE B8 3 Canges,
And gt your grogve on

& Mow do the other ¢lemanis
of your [ife=lamily, habbics, and
hlstory=inbarm your worky

Az Living with childoen has given me 1he
porspectine of what it 15 like to discover
drawing for Lhe first time, along with (he
orealiwity and free aLiociations that come
along with it

My ferst trip ta Frarde Reided reimledde a
greater sense of being connected fo peaple.
tamity, and friends. | kave giscevered hew
puakfy of life k& relecied In RBaw yow 845 And
lewe. This has ghver me ddlferent peripective
on my upbringing and where | am fredn.

On arsabber note, | collect all seits of weap
oy, labels, ard drawings that | ke, sHd
Tar the longest time | didn’t kndw whal (S
do with them Pulting these pietes inda my
art v a way of saving, or savering. these
REpeTIences.

Q: What do you llke sbaut

teaching at Extenslon?

As | like the diversity of Extentlon studentt’
age and backgrourd. There are young
students with frosh perspectives, felianning
students with experienoe, and enibusiaain
adutts who seck 'I:-u_r:mlnd on thelr £fealn'e
[ATrCC#ss,

Q: Your courses can be oredited ot
“advanced Deslgn Electives™ whilch meet

& reguirgmant lor the DCA certificate.
Can you spaak to this?

& | balipve that the computer is a great
teal that allows designers to design And
fagout with greal ease and feaibility,

This ease of yse has streamiined 1he creative
process, | mean streambined in & regative
wWay DeCause i puts the dosigror in A com-
fartalle place, choasing this font or that,
this i=nage or thal, ihis ¢lect or that, This
i meat ereativer it is muliple choloe, | wank
o empeeed designers to create thelr

awh [HUstrations, integrate their pholography
with dlustratsan and make ug their omn
type teeabmerts, Dur Irdividual fingerprinds
should B2 reasan enough (o be Grskgners,
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Houstan, We Have
Mo Problems

UCLA Extensien's AMGA Biudent Group it
programmed 1o propel shyward ang bapand
Last yiods undar bke skelfar Practerihip of
lead astronowt Christina Felin. a Yahat
Grgln was fermad with roarky ity meme
Bors, & legs was dreated by Madja Frist, a
Woksato was Seveidpsd By Alan Takuski and
a5 S tive epihange wald citablithad with
sther geisyn schoals. They slmost discows
aned A rewr pEAARL in the process!

Facaak emats include pratostations on
o ight and intellectusl progerty righs by
Stuaey Carredl g Greg ViclonaH, scarch
npgine aptiization tethriques by Gary

ety Kows trom LOLA Enlensdens Vizl Ards Program | Wiater 2007

Senser, 30 3 quided dour of LACMA'S eahibi-
Tion gallarias and design studied By Army
WMeFarland ard Paul Wehby,

TR A yar was launehed with a Parcfalio
Werkshon wikh a leam of reviewers, includ:
g Speneer Crass of Tokye Farm, Rian
Heien of Rian Deslga, Lea Ana Hulter o
Hutler Beiiga. Chad Saxaper of The Coms
pound Design, and Keilh Baveven

Dor™ get hest ia o Erack hale! Jodn cur
Groap by emeailing 164 UCLA Extension
Stiadent Groug proedident Christina Folix af
clelinabyaut | Drahaocom ar visit

ETEPER-TE

You May Need
UV Protection

In “Handrace Design and Coblsge™ with
Jofnes Fith, students coeate laypred

work that gaes beyond carthiy limitations,
This fssue i3 dedicated o showcasing tho
“wonhTaelar'" 1hat James describes [n

P irer view.

Imstrscbars and students are cliglale to
add thede wark to the Get Seen Galsery,
where it may b used in public promgtian,
More information about the G55 is avall-
alste i eFacs. In The meantime, iy wousd
like more inlormation, conbact Ang Sanchey
AF 310.A255583 for Image reguinemanis
And Lutimisvsbon quidelings.



